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State/Lake ‘L’ Station Will Become Wheelchair-Friendly
chi.streetsblog.org/2017/10/12/thanks-to-57-million-grant-new-statelake-station-will-be-wheelchair-friendly/

The Chicago Transit Authority’s above-ground ‘L’ station at State/Lake, which serves the
Green, Pink, Orange, and Brown Lines, is scheduled to be completely reconstructed. The new
station will be get elevators that will make it wheelchair accessible and create an accessible
transfer to the Lake Street Red Line subway station, located directly below the elevated stop.
The original State/Lake station was built in 1895.

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning announced earlier this week that it is awarding
$56.9 million of the region’s $225.7 million allotment of federal Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality funds to the project.

A press release issued by the city of Chicago today noted that the station was the second
busiest station on the elevated Loop tracks last year. The Chicago Department of
Transportation is in charge of the project, as it has been for the recently constructed Cermak
(Green Line), Morgan (Green/Pink), and and Washington/Wabash elevated stations.

Like Washington/Wabash, the new State/Lake station will have wider platform than the facility
it’s replacing. State/Lake is notable for having very narrow stretches of platform near the
station house.

1/3

https://chi.streetsblog.org/2017/10/12/thanks-to-57-million-grant-new-statelake-station-will-be-wheelchair-friendly/
http://www.chicago-l.org/stations/state-lake.html
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/documents/10180/604402/CMAQ-TAP+2018-2020+Approved+Program/54e8a8ee-c2ea-48a2-bc91-a89561fc8d85
http://chi.streetsblog.org/2017/08/31/thar-she-blows-whale-skeleton-like-washington-wabash-stop-is-open-for-business/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/uicdigital/5430010734/in/photolist-9gQe1J-e6fSQ6-dn42M7-HbYRP-dCCu2k-7Axw1P-ArZJY-6eeL6Y-68BVgW-ScWMvC-eMCQqH-b6w3ta-A2Qy99-592fB-592fn-VUjgEA-yw54rr-Bo2WFk-bjvTH2-77kq9g-e6mvRm-BsJZ3-vSm8b-vSm7U-e6mvQQ-e6fSNB-pzs2N7-dMgtpN-e4hV7Y-bxT6Ck-7UHxBM-3ba4R-91XxsP-HbYux-e6mvP3-7Y4yYr-7wknpX-6MkS4P-7meSwr-7zxn4A-3W2Num-HbYB1-5xdAWi-7XhUF-7keeUu-89NuUK-7B23Ei-HbYpo-5V6G5a-8eMUjH
https://www.flickr.com/photos/122782_/4572457653/in/photolist-7Y43mM-ybwb3-pUyRPL-qLSUaq-nmw43d-DhrA-q5vcwb-gdn7eK-9m1gX6-abzVpZ-mWwfuv-r3EwMA-RX2hPw-cdRiaf-4BEspd-6tKpop-p6iFxX-qwfYAH-4BDGVd-hsZHCh-4BDHaE-qBDktU-fAiXt8-kiAWsP-8HAhF7-RZzgAT-cor2r5-8UfbAK-fD2SP-4NZB87-QCAvye-9gQj8o-9gM5MX-daaU2T-o2wAXf-fAiWzi-bmMLKP-6BcJAN-fAiYZP-a1Hbw7-91HayM-9m1do2-o1qFQJ-Y2Tzdx-ofX6UW-5GtCU5-oHNreZ-9afuhp-9kZAug-23oFS


The State/Lake station in 1982. Photo: C. William Brubaker/UIC Library collection

This is not the first time that the CTA or CDOT set a goal of redesigning or rebuilding the
station. According to Chicago “L”.org, in 1998 the CTA announced a plan to combine
State/Lake, Madison/Wabash, and Randolph/Wabash. The latter two stations were combined
into the new Washington/Wabash station which opened August 31 of this year. Later, CDOT
expressed interest in building a new station next to the existing one, Chicago “L”.org says,
which would have removed some obstruction of the views up and down State Street.
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A view down State Street showing the station in the lower background, and before Trump Tower was built. Photo:
1227872_/Flickr

The $56.9 million CMAQ grant won’t cover the full cost of construction. The press release says
“The full cost of the new station will not be determined until the design process progresses, but
it is expected that it will exceed the construction cost of the new station at Washington/Wabash
of $75 million.” The city previously won a $5.5 million federal grant to bankroll the design of
State/Lake.
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